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Talking About Jesus 
Jesus gave His life to redeem the world, and He calls His followers to lay down their lives as well. 

Romans 12:1 puts it this way, “give your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let them be 
a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him (NLT; 
see also Matthew 10:28-39 and John 12:23-26).” Because our lives now belong to Christ, we must be 
willing to let Him use us to reach the lost. 

It may sound intimidating to talk with people about Jesus, but there are four things that help. One 
is praying for boldness and God’s heart for the lost. Two is abiding in Christ and being led by His Spirit 
(John 15:5 and Romans 8:14-17). Three is learning a few simple and easy things to say. And four is 
practice! The more you get out there and share your faith, the easier it will get. 

As we talk with people about God, we are looking for someone who is like the woman at the well 
(John 4:1-32). She received the messenger, she received the message, and then she shared the 
message! But we know not everyone is ready to accept Jesus. Like Paul experienced in Acts 17:32-34, 
some people will scoff, some will want to hear more, and some will believe and even join you in 
ministering the gospel. 

We do not want to twist someone’s arm or argue them into heaven. Our job is to be like the sowers 
in Jesus’s two parables about farmers and seed from Mark 4:1-29. They sowed the seed of God’s Word 
plentifully, not worrying about the readiness of the soil, and being in awe of God who makes the seed 
grow and produce fruit. 

If you take the information below and put it into practice, you will get to be a part of people giving 
their heart to Jesus. There is nothing more exciting than that, and it will lay to rest any fears holding you 
back! 
 
15 Second Testimony 

We want to be able to share the story of how Jesus saved our souls. One way to think through 
your testimony is to write your story out and limit it to one sheet of paper. Writing it out helps you 
solidify it in your mind. Often, we don’t have time to share a long testimony though, so now that 
you have it in story form, re-write it as a paragraph. This helps you constrain yourself and think about 
what the most important elements are. 

Now we will transform your testimony into a boiled down version – your 15 Second Testimony. 
This format will help you remember it easily and quickly share it. Basically, you will limit your story 
to one or two descriptors of your quality of life before you met Jesus, then briefly how Jesus came 
in, and then how he turned those negative things around to positives. Don’t try to put the whole 
gospel in it, we will get to that later. 

Here are some examples: 
• “I was raised in church but never lived for God. Then suddenly Jesus became real to 

me. Now I live every day in relationship with Him.” 
• “I used to feel depressed and unfulfilled, but Jesus came into my life and He has 

brought me joy and contentment.”  
• “I always thought if anyone knew the real me, I could never be loved. Then God showed 

me He loved me enough to give His Son to die for me. Now I know I am accepted and 
loved.” 

Make your own in this format. If your past is particularly dark, it may be a good idea to share 
what you can in a broadly relatable way, and then be prepared to go deeper later. But follow the 
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Holy Spirit as you share, because He often shows us what people need to hear. Now there’s one 
more part to the 15 Second Testimony: the follow-up question.  

When we share our story it’s extremely important to add at the end, “Do you have a story like 
that?” This prompts the person you are speaking with to share if they have a testimony and helps 
you determine how to continue leading them closer to the Lord. Practice your 15 Second Testimony 
and follow-up question a few times. You can also teach this to a fellow believer and practice it 
together, bouncing back and forth between your testimonies after the follow-up question. 

Plan to share your testimony with a neighbor, friend, family member, coworker, or stranger that 
God prompts you to this week. If the Holy Spirit opens the door while you are talking, you can fill in 
more details of your story, and try to take the conversation further.  

 
Presenting the Gospel 

We’ll share a simple, quick, but encompassing gospel presentation tool below, but first let’s talk 
about how to turn the conversation toward Jesus.  

• When you are talking with someone, a good and non-intimidating way to bridge the 
conversation toward things of faith is to say, “Is there anything I can pray for you about?” 
They may say, “No, thanks.” And that’s okay. Remember, at any point if a person is not 
interested in hearing more from us, we don’t want to pressure them. But most people 
will tell you something you can pray for them about. 

• Listen to their prayer request and say, “I’d like to pray for you now.” If appropriate, you 
might hold out your hand for theirs, or ask if you can place your hand on their shoulder 
while you pray. Don’t ask them if you can pray, just move forward since they have given 
their prayer request. Even if you are in public, don’t worry about what anyone will think. 
This is your opportunity to speak life and blessings over them and let them get a taste 
of heaven.  

• After praying for them, you can go straight into your 15 Second Testimony and ask if 
they have a story like yours.  

• After hearing their response, you can probably tell a bit about where they stand with 
God. If it seems right, say, “Can I share something with you that changed my life?” With 
their permission this is where you share the gospel. 

• If you are talking with someone who proclaims to be a Christian, you can tell them that 
when you engage in conversations like this, you normally try to share the gospel. Then 
you can ask them if you can show them how you share the gospel. This is a great way to 
give a fellow believer a new tool and confidence to share their faith. And if they haven’t 
really made Jesus their Lord, they may recognize their need. 

One presentation tool, that Christians around the world are using, is called The 3 Circles. Many 
people are giving their lives to Jesus upon hearing this good news. It includes a simple drawing, 
but can be told without pen and paper if necessary. Watch the video linked here: The 3 Circles 
Gospel Presentation.  

Most people who use this tool regularly carry at least one index card and pen in their pocket or 
purse. This helps them to always be prepared to share the gospel in this way. Just like with your 15 
Second Testimony, practice The 3 Circles Gospel Presentation. You can even encourage a friend or 
family member who loves Jesus to learn it too, and you can practice it together.  

Practice should lead to playing the game. It’s time to take this into the real world. Plan a time to 
go and pray for people and share the gospel (consider inviting your friend that you taught). You 
can do this at the grocery store or on walks in your neighborhood. And it is a great way to lead 
people in your sphere of influence to Jesus! Pray over your friends, family, coworkers, etc. and ask 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W8ynRMr59k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5W8ynRMr59k
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God who you should share this with. You might even set a goal of presenting the gospel to a few 
people every week.  

As you share the gospel regularly, you will see people give their lives to Christ. We want to be 
sure not to leave those people stranded. They need to know how to walk with Jesus, and if it’s 
appropriate, you are a great person to help them with that. Get their number and give them yours. 
Tell them you will be praying for them and you want to stay in touch. Make sure they know they can 
talk with God any time about any thing, and it’s important for them to begin to read the Bible and 
get connected to a church. 

 
Bible Stories for Those Who Aren’t Quite Ready 

We’ll find people who aren’t ready to make Jesus their Lord and Savior, but are interested in 
talking more about God. We want to continue to engage these people in a non-confrontational 
way. There are a few Bible stories that particularly help people to warm up to the gospel. Familiarize 
yourself with these stories so you can tell them to your friend or family member who is not quite 
ready to follow Jesus.  

• The Sinful Woman, Luke 7:36-50 
• The Paralyzed Man, Mark 2:1-12 
• The Pharisee and the Tax Collector, Luke 18:9-14 
• The Lost Son, Luke 15:11-32 

There is power in the Word. If you can get your Bible out and read these stories with people, 
you might see something amazing happen! After reading or telling these stories to your friend, ask 
them:  

• What does this story reveal about God? 
• What does it show us about mankind? 
• And what is it telling us to do?  

Let the Word and the Holy Spirit teach and draw them. 
 
Your Role in Changing the World 

God places us in specific locations with specific people. Whether you are on a job-site, or you’re 
taking your kids to the playground, or you’re playing golf with friends, you are in a special position 
to minister to people around you. These souls are eternal. And you can invest in eternity by being 
kingdom minded wherever you are! 

There are many opportunities (online as well as in person) to bless people, encourage them in 
their walk with Jesus, or be a part of leading them to salvation. Alongside the tools you’ve learned 
this week, begin to pray and think of how you can intentionally change the world around you.  

God can use us anywhere, but sometimes He calls certain people to go. You may have a calling 
to mission’s work and not even know it. Often this happens because we simply haven’t asked God 
or paid attention to His promptings in this area. Pray right now and ask God if He is calling you to 
this service. It may look like regular local outreach, going on a short-term mission’s trip, or even 
medium to long-term service in a foreign nation. God only knows the answer to this, and whatever 
He shows you will be the best thing for your life.  

If you feel like God is leading you in this area, reach out to missions@thecrossing.cc.  
 

We are so excited and thankful for you stepping out in faith. We know that with obedience to the 
Holy Spirit and diligence, you will have stories of God working, healing, answering prayers, setting 
people free, and saving the lost! Please email us those stories or any questions you may have to 
missions@thecrossing.cc. 
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